AFL1501 - Language through an African Lens

Assessment 2 (878845)

Name: Wisani Makhubela

Student Number:

Department: African Languages, UNISA
Due Date: 26 March 2026

Email:



11

Language in my home plays an important role in shaping how we see ourselves and others. At

home, we mostly use our home language when speaking to family members, especially elders. This
teaches us respect from a young age. For example, when greeting elders, we use polite words and
a respectful tone. This shows that language is not just about communication, but also about values.

1.2

In my community, greeting people is an important cultural practice. The way we greet shows
respect and good manners. Language shapes this because the words we use are different
depending on who we are talking to. For example, greeting an elder is more formal than greeting a
friend.

13

Language plays a role in social knowledge by teaching people how to behave in different situations.
In my community, children learn from a young age how to speak properly to elders and strangers.
This shows that language carries knowledge about social rules.

14

Storification is the way people use stories to explain life and teach lessons. In my home, stories told
by elders help shape my identity. These stories teach us about respect, hard work, and unity.

15

A story passed down in my family teaches us the importance of respect and patience. It shows that
good behaviour is valued in our community and helps us understand our cultural beliefs.

1.6

Songs and social media stories in my culture show how people view themselves. For example,
traditional songs often talk about pride, strength, and unity. This shows that people value their
identity and culture.

21

Language in my community shapes how people understand respect and age. Younger people are
expected to speak politely to elders. This shows that respect is very important. When someone
does not use respectful language, it is seen as disrespectful.

2.2

Language also influences how people understand authority. In my experience, the way we speak to
leaders or elders shows that they are respected. Over time, | have learned that language shapes
how we think about power and relationships.

2.3
A personal story that shaped my identity is one where | was taught to always respect others. This

story helped me understand who | am and how | should behave. It also reflects the values of my
community.

Essay



Language plays an important role in shaping how a community understands the world. Worldview
refers to how people see and interpret life around them. In my community, language reflects our
values, beliefs, and identity. Language shows respect, especially when speaking to elders. It also
teaches people how to behave and interact. Stories passed down from generation to generation
help shape identity and understanding. In conclusion, language is more than communication. It
shapes how people think, behave, and understand the world around them.
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